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“ é 
ee q ane the satisfaction and gratitude of the Corps be 
discourse this ay py. a Muzzy, for the excellent and useful 
CXCIXen Annie y him pronounced, on the occasion of their 
for publi Anniversary, and that a copy thereof be requested 
ication, by the Commissioned Officers of the past year.” 


From the Records, 


Arrest, GEORGE H. WHITMAN, Crerx. 


DISCOURSE. 


ROMANS, XIIL, 3.4. 


Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is 
good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the min- 
ister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, 
be afraid ; for he beareth not the sword in vain. 


Tne Christian religion is a decided friend to civil 
government. It regards it as an ordinance of God. ‘It 
represents the powers that be, as entitled to the respect, 
and the laws that be, to the obedience of every citizen. 
It is no more true that the Gospel inculcates inward 
purity, than that it enjoins outward obedience to the civil 
magistrate. Taking our stand, therefore, on this holy 
faith, we affirm that in every free and just government 
there exists a Divine power, not only authorized but re- 
quired to secure a universal respect for Law. 

The means of effecting the end we have named are 
Among these Education holds a pre-eminent 
Let all classes be intellectually, morally and re- 
d, and they will understand their dutics 


yarious. 
rank. 
‘siously educate 
ligiously ¢ 


as citizens and patriots. 
nee of existing enactments, not though 


They will never countenance 


the violent resistal 


they be deemed u 
They will simply petition and xemonstrate to their 


njust, or grievous even to oppression. 
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rulers, knowing that every act of popular violence throws 
the reins on the neck of a steed, that may bear us we 
know not whither, and stop we know not when. They 
perceive that insubordination is leagued with the mest 
terrific passions of our nature, and leads always to ultimate 
despotism. To this knowledge join Christian principle, 
and law will be universally respected ; justice will be held 
sacred ; order will every where prevail ; and the inalienable 
rights of man, liberty, property, peace and life will be 
effectually protected. 

Such is the idea of a perfect social condition. But, 
alas, where is it realized ? ' 
universal education, 


Where are even the means of 
intellectual, moral and religious, en- 
; joyed throughout a community? Nowhere, not even in 

this most favored land. Is it then wise; is it consistent 
with the spirit of Christianity to employ those methodsalone 
of diffusing order and virtue through all ranks in society, 
Which are adapted to the good citizen, and which suppose 
all to be Promoters of the rights and happiness of the 
whole? He who takes this ground, makes Christianity 
the foe of civil government, and pronounces himself more 


strongly attached to some abstract doctrine, than to the 


immense good which results from law, order, and the 
peace of Society, 


But I will not argue against a position that no consid- 
erate man can think to maintain. 
God, and indispensable to civilization aud the perfection of 


humanity. The only inquiry is:—How shall Government 
secure its own permanent existence ? 


Law is approved of 


By what means 
anizer, against all 
There can be but one 


shall it defend itself against every disorg: 
violence, tumult and anarchy ? 
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answer to these great questions. By the superiority of 
its available physical force. The same a _ ao 
its broad shield over him “ who doth that — is good, 
must direct the weapons of “terror” against him, . who 
doth that which is evil.” Patriotism snotione this de- 
cision. Teligion sanctions it. Jesus Ssapsielie ii sont 
in his teachings that thus only can the “ egsoins of this 
world” be sustained. His Apostle reiterates his language, 


d warns the wicked, that the magistrate “beareth not 
ani 


the sword in vain.” 

Called to this place by a band touted. in the use . the 
sword, I have selected, as a topic of discourse, THE IM 
PORTANCE OF AN EFFICIENTLY ORGANIZED Muuitta, as A 
DEFENCE AGAINST CIVIL DISSENSIONS, 1NSURRECTIONS 
AND EVERY COMBINATION FOR iced Seer’ 

There is a growing impression in this country that a 

eneral armed force is a needless burden ng at 
sat The question of its value is usually ae rs 
a single regard to preparation for War a ae 
powers. Civil contentions rarely Solera ene # = 

vanced by most members of Peace Societies and others 

d to a Militia. The eye has been so long and so 

5 ee xed upon the Nations abroad, that those nu- 


intently fi era : 

et ‘aia most serious dangers which lie in our daily 
us ah 

ie are wholly overlooked. I dismiss, therefore, the 

wa 


t subject of War with this single remark, that, in my 
grea 


own opinion, 
as we must 


our polic ~ — 
ane bs : War, but from Christian principle, we can avert 
condu' 2 


» for declaring hostilities against other 


if we maintain a respectable armed force,— 
to secure domestic tranquility—and show 
y springs not from our want of ability to 


every occasion 
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Nations. I shall confine myself to our internal sources 
of difficulty, and seck to prove that a Military force is, 
on many emergencies, our only protection for all that is 
dearest in this life. 


I. Let me first, in pursuing this topic, invite you to sur- 
vey our past History. In how many instances, since our 
Union was established, have we scen the States that com- 
pose it involved in dissensions relative to the acts of 
Congress, to their respective boundaries, and to other con- 
tested points which terminated in violence and menace, 
if not actual bloodshed. They have been constrained 
also to suppress Insurrections within their own limits at 
the point of the bayonet. The Legislature of N. Hamp- 
shire, at a period of peculiar disaffection, was surrounded 
by and held at the mercy of an armed force. Pennsylva- 
nia has the dark record of her Excise rebellion. And 
Massachusetts, while the name of Shays stands in her 
history, need look no farther for inducements to uphold 
her Militia. Nay, passing by these formidable Insurrec- 
tions, yonder heights, so long as the ruins or the memory 
of that Convent shall remain, will preach to us a sounder 
doctrine than theirs who deride indiscriminately the duties 


of the Soldier. How long is it since Baltimore was the 
scene of riot and wrath, 


and the sword alone brought 
peace? 


And nota year,not a month passes, in which 
our public journals do not tell us of some fierce mob, 
which no words could check, which raged in its course 
and sent terror through all hearts, until the tidings came 
that “the Military were ordered to the spot.” Does the 
past then counsel us to disband our Militia? Do the 


hallowed associations that cluster round that word home 


are 
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bid us, as we think of what has transpired on this soil, 
break the sword, or by our listlessness, or by the power of 
ridicule, paralyze the arm that wields it? 

II. But let us now look more distinctly at the Future. 
Are our prospects at this moment such, as to warrant the 
overthrow of that system which has been our past safe. 
guard? May we anticipate with the growth of our 
country an increase of order, and a diminution of the 
great causes of civil commotion? The History of the 
freest portions of the Old World do not made, but 
directly contravene this position. More Sekai? ‘are 
fallen victims to political cabals and popular pioiinns since 
the year 1780, than there did in ihe five previous a 
turies. In Great Britain, at no period has the spirit 0 
disorder and combined opposition to law been more man- 
ifest than within the last half century. The riots a 
Westminster, Birmingham and Manchester: have “ 
occurred within this time. It is estimated that in Lon i 
there are now nearly one hundred csiame persons 
banded together for the constant and ferocious perpetra- 


tion of crime. 
We then, in this land, are not less but more eapoted to 
ular violence with the lapse of years. Ourchief peril 
pop he very freedom we boast. With our growth and 
hit licentiousness will often supplant true liberty. 


pT selcin in these free Institutions may be our 
ee "i will tempt us to do what a more modest estimate 
ee rselves and a more just view of the dangers of un- 
of an d liberty would prevent us from doing, 

gm jation morcover is advancing as if by enchant- 
sh : aaa does not know that mobs originate with the 
I > 
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crowd. It is not in thinly peopled districts, but in cities 
and dense villages that these lawless outbreakings usually 
occur. This Nation is becoming one vast Metropolis. 
What with the increase of our native population, and the 
measureless influx from foreign shores, we are augmented, 
each year that passes, by nearly a half million of souls. 
What is to control this ever-accumulating throng? What 
to maintain a respect for Law, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, and from the St. Croix to that land of tumult and 
oppression, destined we know not how soon, to be asso- 
ciated in our Union? Shall we talk of safety from our 
numerical strength, as if every new comer was a new 
friend of our civil Institutions? Or of the light and 
virtue which should be, as though they already were uni- 
versally diffused? If we do this, and hence destroy our 
physical defence, the cloud, even now charging in the 
heavens, will burst upon us and scatter fire-brands, arrows 
and death in our way. 

I have spoken of the increase of a foreign population 
in our Country. This from the usual character of 
the emigrants, nay from the necessity of the case, must 
expose us to peculiar dangers. Born and educated be- 
neath other, and often the most despotic Institutions, they 
will not bring hither the devoted patriotism of the free-born 
American. We know there are exceptions, some illus- 
trious exceptions to this statement. But the patriotism 
of such individuals was not a transferred affection. It 
Originated on this very soil; or it was fostered by per- 
Sonal privations in the land of their birth. A foreign 
Population, under the best circumstances, cannot amalga- 
mate at once with our own. They will not love and 
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cleave to our forms of Government. They are, in no few 
cases, fit instruments for the unprincipled demagogue ; 
ready to join any party, to enlist under any banner, 
though it were raised against the very citadel cf our lib- 
erties. Most of them are far less in fault than their 
leaders, I grant. But none the less true is it, that being 
ignorant, they may be duped by the ambitious; being 
destitute, they have no fortunes at stake in our weal ; and 
having unhappily been trained beneath social influences 
adverse to liberal principles, we cannot expect, even the 
intelligent and virtuous among them to equal our own 
citizens in their attachment to law, order and justice, as 
defined in our Constitution. 

Let me add, that the form of Religion which most 
emigrants bring with them to this country is unfriendly to 
the genius of our Institutions, and may thus prove a 
source of civil disorders. I speak not as an alarmist, but 
put the plain truth to men of sober judgment, and asks 
if they who acknowledge the, supremacy of a Foreign 
Potentate not only in spiritual, but in temporal concerns, 
will make,—if they are faithful to their vows as Catho- 
lics,—loyal, true-hearted Republicans? Is there even a 
probability, that they, who move at the word and breathe 
in the breath of their pries:hood, will rally round the 
altars of this country, and enter the front rank of defence 
in the day of intestine warfare? Did we not see in our 
own vicinity, and tremble at the sight, when the smoke of 
their desecrated Zion* was yet rising for justice, how they 
thronged to this capital, and were swayed at the beck of 
a Bishop. Had policy then dictated that step, wold not 


* The Ursuline Convent at Charlestown, burnt by a mob, Aug. 14, 1837. 
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the War-cry have found them ripe for violence and blood- 
shed? What was then thought essential to overawe the 
disorderly and keep all in quietness? That very Militia, 
a portion of which the annual review subjects to the 
Jeers of this Commonwealth. 
We find, again, in the nature of our Political Institu- 
tions cause to apprehend popular commotions. The right 
of Suffrage is, in many of our States, now nearly universal. 
This of necessity renders every important election a period 
of high excitement. In the efforts that precede and 
accompany these periods, there is often a reckless and 
Unhallowed spirit abroad in the land. Parties become 
inflamed by their leaders; the Press teems with incen- 
diary language ; and no means are spared to secure the 
aatein, opposing Candidates. How little would 
rile iad Robespierre to kindle a flame that 
€ cities in its rage. Where shall we 
BP ley hve ane . ane Will the White 
insanity to have no un: vere i a = rie 
thd phiysicel ores ha wt by Yeltich to withstand 
Nn exasperated Political Party ? 


But still fa 
es : ei By the Constitution of these United 
ates, Congress is pledged not only 
State against invasion, but, on 
ture or Executive, 


turn for security at su 


“to protect each 
: application of its Legisla- 
against domestic Violence.” How 
be rendered? 


a hireling multitude 
bread of our people, tools 


in the Nation, and subjectin 
of a Martial Government? 


whom then will you look in tI 


shall this assistance 


Standing Army, Will you support a 


> preying on the life- 
for any Cataline or Antony 
& you to the tender mercies 
I know you will not. To 
1¢ hour of peril and blood ? 


«- 
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That sacred instrument just quoted iu your ear has told 


us our resort. ‘ Congress shall have power to call forth 


the Militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections and repel invasions.” Here is our compact. 
Can we fulfil it, if we abolish the Militia? Are we loyal 
citizens, while we labor to paralyze the arm of that 
Militia? We were on the verge of being summoned, a 
few years since, to suppress the rebellion of a sister State 
against the National Government. And are these the 


circumstances, under which we shall destroy the sword? 


Or shall we render ourselves impotent in its use, and then 


plead, as we must on the actual call, that we cannot obey 


the Constitution ? 


I may here name, what is so often on the lips of both 


North and South, that the condition of our Country is 
thought to be tending to excite insurrections among those 
now held in bondage. The question of Slavery has Be 
discussed through the length and breadth of the land. 
The discussion has kindled, in some da Vite 
Language has been used sufficient, we are a oO ae 
the slave to the murder of his master. o says the 
holder. And many, we doubt not sincerely, respond 
oe not here as a partizan on that or 
But I do contend, that, let the 


uch warmth. 


to his words. T stand 
agitated topic. 

any other agi : 

politionists be right, or let their opponents be right, one 

4 s manifest, that on the point which our subject 

involves, they perfectly agree. The former maintain, in 

i > cme. 

the language of Jefferson, that ‘©God is just, and that 
g 

ti sleep forever ;” and that, though they 


thing i 


his justice will not 
t,—by the terrific power of their own 


recate that even 
- ], the Almighty may effect their 


arm, if all other means fai 
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deliverance, Their opponents contend that the same 
event may be near, but that the’cause of it will be found 
in the measures of reckless incendiaries. Let either be 
right or wrong in regard to the cause, the same effect, it 
is agreed, may soon come. If it do come, how shall we 
meet it? how quell the enraged slave? Massachusetts is 
bound by a solemn compact to hasten to the spot and 
lend her fraternal aid against the violent. Who shall go? 
Who ought, if any go, to shoulder his musket in a ser- 
¥ils War? The soldier-citizen, he who has part in our 
national and politica] blessings. Let him not then be 
utterly unprepared for that evil day. 

Nearly allied to our last topic is the danger arising in 
ome instances from the despotic sway of Public Opinion 
m this country. ‘This influence, in its effect on Govern- 
ment, law and the administration of justice, and in its 


beari i 
'988 Upon our private no less than public affairs, is 
omnipotent. When wisely dire: 


ciple. But how easily, and with 
may its power be Perverted, 
spirit. Hence it May render e 
monweal, by purifying the } 
the same Scrutiny may again 
cred to God and ourselves, 


cled, itis a salutary prin- 
what fatal consequences, 
It is asubtle and inquisitive 
Ssential services to the com- 
hiding-places of guilt. But 
penetrate those recesses sa- 
An individual has but to ad- 


dice. It is stimulated by the avari 
attachment to antiquity of another, 
the indignation of all, until the odio 


riated passions is dragged from h 


ice of one, the bigoted 
the pride of a third, and 
US subject of their infu- 
is bed at midnight, his 
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family placed at the mercy of brute force, and his dwelling, 
it may be, levelled with the earth. 

Do you say, “ This is all right? If a man will advocate 
unpopular opinions and exasperate the community around 
him, he must abide the consequences.”’ Dishonor to that 
individual, call him patriot, Christian though you may, on 
whose lips this language is found. Where is truth, 
where integrity, where none may espouse a doctrine to 
which the majority has not set its despotic seal? Jet 
those who countenance by their words, nay by their si- 
lence, the wrath of a mob, because forsooth it spent its 
rage on what they believe wrong in opinion or practice, 
remember that this identical mob may, in its wisdom and 
gentleness, yet visit their dwellings. Who can say that 
the business he pursues, or the faith he holds on Politics, 
Religion, or on any exciting topic, may not become odi- 
ous even to a majority of his neighbors, and call down on 
his head the vengeance he has just wines on protien: 

But, exposed though we all are in ad point of view, the 
republic must and will take the course i: has chosen. a 
morseless violence will still be their portion Hip dare to in- 
cense the majesty of popular opinion. Virtue will suffer fp 
mmon with vice, for mobs are not famed for discrim- 
That torrent which devastates the dwellings of 


in Co} 
ination. ‘ 
the polluted, the gamester, or of those of ill-fame, sweeps 


with the same fury his home, whose integrity prompts him, 
on some philanthropic mission, to utter the whele truth 
before God and his conscience. I care not whether the 
desperate and corrupt have banded to rescue a fellow- 
transgressor from the gallows, or meek professors of the 
gospel have assembled for courteous tumult, law is alike 


> 
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desecrated ; order is set. at defiance; and amid scenes like 
these, I cannot feel sure that, by any peaceable methods, 
justice, quietness, all that is deemed sacred on earth will be 
again respected. What is mysccurity at the awful crisis? 
Let Prudence, she who “ dwells with Wisdom,” reply. 
We are wamed of the necessity of a military force 
i Brotect us, furthermore, through the reverses of Fortune 
incident toa couatry replete with avenues to wealth, and 


subject therefore to fearful hazards and overwhelming pe- 


cuniary losses. i i 
y In times of prosperity, we are endanget- 


ed by the jealousies of those, w 


ho aspire to the gai f 
affluence, but w P' he gains o 


hose lot is to i i 
subsist on their daily toil. 
The reckless demagozue feeds their : 


seeds of eny passions, scatters the 


Y> of discontent i canizine n 

S ad i 

pled s init 3 : 5) lsorganizing and unprin- 

cip d P' In their ranks. 't it i in 
a be fruit Is soon seen lL 


combinations agai 
gainst the order . 
aes and peace of TI 
state is in peril P society. The 
Hees ntial as an aid to civil au- 


$ the rights, property and life of its 


hots Force is esse 
thority in protectin 
citizens. 


Anon adversity is our 


orti bbe 
take st portion, dark and trying times over- 


The 
elements i 
of s arei 
f Society are in chaos. 


1s present comfort dest 
seems blasted ; our chil 


? Vot cnly 
toyed, but all prospect for the future 


drenare stri 


we cannot educate the pped of their inheritance ; 


mM as we would : 
may cry to us for their daily bread 


not the merchant alone, w 


we fear lest they 
: 3 the evil is spreading ; 
© laments his lost thousands, 


ties; the poor sce the cloud 


gatherj 
f=) Ing over tl 
Who does not, at such periods 5 hem also. 


fee] as it wer ver 
#] > it we very 
round tremble beneath his feet ? Tho La ui a 
2 W does t~ fear 


that the people may be driven to desperation ; that the 
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rumbling earth may heave till it break forth, and scatter 
violence and death in its course ? Such a crisis is just past. 
And was it a mere panic? Was there no room to dread 
the consequences, when hundreds of operatives were dis- 
missed from our factories, the last half loaf snatched, as it 
were, from their wives and children, the coming day to 
find them penniless wanderers? Whence came these mid- 
night incendiaries, causing unprecedented apprehensions 
among our citizens, and summoning the utmost vigilance 
of our magistrates ? Let the scenes enacted at Manches- 
ter, within the memory of most present, tell us if our fears 
were weak and effeminate. Ruin by the stagnation of 
business, universal distress, actual deaths by starvation, 
what did they then and there occasion? Our country is 
not yet crowded to a fearful extreme. God has given 
us all the means of subsistence, and will, we hope and 
trust, ever save even the poorest of us from devouring his 
own flesh for feod. But I have seen in this land flashes 
from the dark bosom of the multitude, that revealed giant 
ly suppressed passion. I have 
e,in this land of order 


with my own ears heard language 
resort to the bayonet rather than 


and terrific masses of barel 


and peace, relative to a 
suffer severe pecuniary d 


my blood in its veins. 
hether under no circumstances, the 


istresses, language which stopped 
And I have asked whether this 


was mere menace ; W 


torch would be applied to t 
of lawless devastation, where the pro- 


be greater than this, “ of 


he waiting magazine. History 


has recorded scenes 


tion was not reported to 


yoca : ‘ 
kindled into fanatical zeal and rushing forth 


the throng ; ; 
to find the object of its wrath ; of the glare of flickering 


lights, the petrifying din of the alarm bell, the horrid yells, 
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the thrilling screanis, the multitudinous roar of the livin, 
storm as it swecps onward to the victims of its wey 
Have we nothing then to fear from the frenzy of awit 
ular convulsions? How long since we heard the tidings 
and oo was the array of the armed force stationed te 
— in age of our sister cities by day and by night to 
et a aad possessions of the people? Was the 
go dream? Shall we disband our Militia, and let 


the defenceless actually welte > 
tual ter in their blood, before we 


But, I am it is i 
, told, it is idle to trust in physical force 


for 3 ‘ 
cr Seling oa rights and liberties.—We need no ex- 
cation is the ale : want only an armor within —IEdu- 
There is ae of our freedom and tranquillity. 

is our main ite = of this statement. Education 
erties, the hope -. defence, the corner-stone of our lib- 
itetteabe ah i and the stability of our political 
Tf the people d ithout it every other trust will be vain. 
lw. Nor is on - understand, they will not respect the 

elligence enough. Moral principle, Chris- 


urity, genuin im 
Bes © re ‘ . 
institutions, ligion are the life-blood of our civil 


tian p 


B . 

shinsholy Astle _ while we devote our best energies to 

accomplished 4 ve may not dream that our task is already 
: that all are intellectually and morally re. 


deemed, t ntle a eans will e univer- 
» that ge i V1 cur 
: gentle and pacific mean ill se i 
sal 0 vedience to law. 


Let the vi 
¥ S 
blessings to the bound: illage school scatter its 


ery method slips - Union. Encourage ev- 
nN tor the youn 
gand the old. Feel 


that the salvation of the land de ends on your . 
Pp efforts. Do 


these thing: 
gs, but re 
‘gs, but remember there are ot} i 
not leave undone. ieee pe 
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For the ignorant are still with us. Not only are our 
own children deficient in knowledge, but a tide of the il- 
literate, the wretchedly ignorant is pouring i 
abroad. And they bring me too in me a Be 
ten indolence or crime drives them to these shores. They 
come to the polls. ‘They indirectly frame our laws. And 
the same power may be easily arrayed against those laws. 
They may band themselves together. The untaught, the 
houseless, the corrupt and desperate may league in secret 
or even open hostility against the rights and peace of our 
y. And so combined, bent on ‘desolation, rush- 
and fire, where is the power 
By what mild and persuasive 


words can you reduce such a populace to subjection and 


Reason with the rapids cf Niagara. Arrest them 
Then may you 
d, exasperated 


communit 
ing for the spoils amid flood 
that can stay their course ? 


quiet ? 
on the brink of that terrific precipice. 


quell without force an organized, protracte 


mob. 

No, my friends, the 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
our cities and villages, that civil authority wil 
sally obzyed, if unaided by force. There are evil doers in 


y a lane and lurking-place- They thirst for violence. 
Some, I fear, are stimula- 


country is not yet so enlightened, 


do not so abound in 
| be univer- 


man 
Nor is plunder th2 aim of all. 
ted by still baser passions. «Divested of the honorable 


ty of the lion —who crawls from his covert on- 
nger, and, when that demand 
kid to pass unmolested 


magaanimi 
ly at the promptings of hu 
is satisfied, suffers the defenceless 
_and wedded to the malignant savagness of the growl- 
ing hyena, which tears the innocent for pleasure, and robs 

What is to restrain these and 


the sepulchre for sport.” 
3 
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all the disorderly that may arm themselves against our 
homes and our liberties? Can education, learning or reli- 
gion do their work ina moment? Believe it not. Such 
individuals must be kept in awe by the reserved military 
force of the constituted authorities, Not a drop of blood 
- may be needed to maintain perfect subordination. But it 
must be known and felt that the magistrate is attended by 
the sword, and that in the last resort, when law has been 
Tepeatedly outraged, and every other alternative has fail- 
ed, and the citizens tremble for their freedom and _ their 
lives, he will not bear that sword in vain. The terror of 


that thought is all that can secure us against rapine, dis- 
may and death. 


It is the only unfailing refuge when er- 
der and justice ar 


€ trampled in the dust. 
: But to prevent insurrections and tumult, nothing more 
1s needed, it will be said, than that arms should be furnish- 


ed at the public expense, and deposited in places, where 
they might be seized in an hour, 


and the disorder be instantly repr 
get that the insurgents could re: 
Same ease as our citizens ? An 
naturally be to take possession 
nition in their neighborhood ? 

be actually offered to the unprin 
to stir up sedition and violence, 
assemblage might thus disarm a 
leave them utterly defenceless, 


would involve the people and the y 
truction. 


in time of commotions, 
essed. But do you not for- 
ach your arsenals with the 
d would not their first step 
of all the arms and ammu- 
Temptations would thus 
cipled and disorganizing 
A comparatively small 
Whole community and 
A large insurrection 
ulers in a common des- 


ry believe, a refo 


™ on this point. But 
them not in a common de 


place Pository. Let the weap- 
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ons of defence rest beneath the same roof with the hand 
i . . 
that can wield them, and let that hand be trained to their 


use. 
It is objected, 
a few troops would be am: 


again, to the support of the Militia, that 
' ply sufficient to protect us against 


i j and discipline all 
every domestic convulsion. Why arm 


a small part only can be ever required 


iti when j 
soap Was this true in 1786? What 


? 
in any actual danger? Mt 
was Ae force then deemed necessary to gn je oy, 
: Turn to the History of that period. In 17 

ur 


ernment? ng of the Courts 


é revent the sitti 
ee The leaders of the mob 


n eflort was made 


an attempt wa: 
in the county of Hampshire. 


in prison. Ar 
confined in | 
“E The militia were called out. 


« And nothing,” says Mi- 
n numbers and characters 


were arrested 
to release them by force. ' 
Both parties met in the field. 


not, “but a decided art aad ‘thine ad 
overnmen 
on the part of the g! 


“ ” 
ivil war. 
the coment ae 4 irgents increase, that some 
id the insurg 
ape of the Commonwealth,” says 
i ast not to 
bined to aid, orat least no 


” 


In the progress of 


the rebellion, 


fi 4 
have supposed a third par 
« were com 


pote aa nce made to the sitting of the 


; istal 
contend against, the resis 


( ‘0 ( i a val you id 
ae ie ae "3 th crisis? Governor Bow- 
i ve been a 
bodies of troops hav 


i r between 4 and 
in j it essential to raise an army of 
doin judged i as but a detachment from the then or- 
Wi 
rae meet this emergency. He’ acted 3h 


a few scattered and small 


ganized militia, —to 


« ingi 
Windom ata Ae course the part of peace and human- 
bloodshed,’—an¢ 


i i 3 ri ity f force.’? 
vith a decided superior re) 
ity,—“ to appear wi 


The excise insur 


t the most certain means of preventing 


rection occasioned the levying of one of 
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the largest armies ever raised in.thisUnion. By an act of 
Congress, 80,000 men were required to be in readiness for 
that exigency. Besides, insurrections are confined usually 
to districts or cities remote from one another. If then 
your small military force were thinly scattered through the 
land, the insurgents might completely effect their purpose 
before troops sufficient to subdue them could be collected 
on the spot. And how easily could they outnumber these 
Were it even possible to bring them to one point 
from all portions of the Union at an hour’s notice. 


And then comes this further diffi 
but a few 


burden be 


troops, 


culty. If we require 
of our citizens to be armed and disciplined, the 


comes exceedingly unequal. Many are protect- 
ed, who render their neighber no retur 


ay n for his services. 
‘The militia system becomes oppressive a 


nd odious. It loses 
ect. Confined in its 
the mass of the community 
We thus augment and perpetuate 
tienced on this subject. We in- 
exempts, that class, who more than 
uted to bring our militia into their 


its ouly means of securing gencral resp 
requisitions toa small Majority, 
deride and despise it, 
the main evil now expe 
Crease the ranks of the 
all others, have contrib) 
present discredit. 

Nor is this the extent of the evil, 
Insurrection, government is co 
undisciplined recruits, 
proach and dissension j 


In case of actual 
mpelled to raise an army of 


Whose defects create ridicule, re- 
n the ranks, 
of joining against their common foe 
mestic contests. 


rebellion, w 


Your troops, instead 
are embroiled in do- 
It did actually occur in the Pennsylvania 
hich found the militia of the country almost 
that so discordant were the materials of the 
army then levied as to cause the order at one moment 


prostrate, 


pal 


5 same forces. 
for a part to charge on another part of the sam 


Shall we expose ourselves to a repetition of that tremen- 


5 ache TSS ,. 
Are we not virtually doing it? The stand 
onwealth are now so com- 


dous scene? 
ing companies in this Comm 
Ss 


i if uni I with th 
completely inefficient, that if united by any call with the 


i « militia” would make 
volunteer companies, the name of “ mi 


them the scorn of their associates. 


« But if youarmand drill all the citizens, you furnish the 


gi i f arms against 
insurgents the same advantage mn the use of a 
5 f=} 


the loyalists, as the loyalists wou 


a any sked « 
What good would result,” 1t 5 ashe" 
aving previously 
her ?” J answer, that 


Id have against them. 
‘tothe whole in a 


strengthened each 
civil commotion, from h 8 


the more y estroy the ot 
effectually to destroy 
mobs, riots a insurrections are always. 
nd ys; 
work of th nority. Law is the ¢ eature of majorities, 
e mi J: e 


hold their o 
erned to up é 
indie eos =F Tected Yew, here and 
a case of insurrectl 


q themse 
there an individual, who have set 


test the united pow 
ne 

force, and the remnant of t! at 

assume that the insurgents ga! 


sctoal superiority, 

s or physica : 

ieee maatite : It has lost the form of rebellion, and 
comes a revolution. 


r hold. 
no longe' ; 
vitable conclusion. Law 


of course, the 


wn offspring. In 
Reo > disal 
it is the disa 
se Ives forth to con- 
of the civil authority, the military 
ers , 
entire community. If you 
ascendancy, either 


the occasion be- 


your objection ca 

We come the 
must be sustained 
what shall that force consist? “ 
Army? Ifyou depend on an army, 


sho will consent 
‘dable. But who : 
: get ofa’ meroonsty soldiery ? Who does not 
the pleasur 


k hat sucha force embodies men void of sympathy 
now that s 


nto this ine 
in the last resort by i , 
Shall it be in a Standing 


their numbers must 


physical force. In 


to hold his rights at 
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with the citizens, and whose stern occupation makes them 
fit instruments for usurpation and tyranny. Would we 
have a military despotism established on this free soil ? 
Would we sustain our fair Republic, by that power which 
Kings employ to oppress their subjects, execute prescrip- 
tions, and enforce their lawless will? I know we would 
net. There lives not the true American, who does not 
say, “let me hold my possessions beneath the banner of 
my fellow-soldiers and fellow-citizens. 


Other physical de- 
fence I need none, and will 


eceptnone, J deprecate and 
would avert it as the herald of anarchy, 


despotism, and 
servitude, 


But on what can we rely to maintain this spirit? We. 
tmust not only prefer, but possess and support a disciplin- 
ed Militia. «Tt is certain,” says Madison, “that liberty 
cannot be safe with powerful standing armies, and that 
without an effective Militia, the d ‘ 
cannot be precluded,” 
civil authoriiy 
force. ] 


anger of such armies 
Government must be upheld; the. 
must be sustained by the awe of an armed 


et the Militia sink into utter neglect and you 
Create inevitably a demand for 
tablishment. 


as the though 


a large regular military es- 
The people will not dispense with it, odious 
tofit now see 
that alone for the protection 

“ But why,” 


ms, when they can look to 
of law, liberty and life. 


Says another, “incur this vast expense. of 


time and treasure before cases 


our midst, and that recently, in which civil disorders could 
be stayed only by the shedding of blood Have we for- 
gotten thus soon the memorable riot of a ne; 
idjoining State, where the populace, 
the show of military force, 


have actually. occurred in 


ar city in an 
» hothing daunted by 
dared the troops to fire upon 
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them? Thev did fire ; two individuals were killed on the 
spot. And within five minutes, we are told, profound 


order pervaded the city. 
Wait, do you say, till actual insurrection? By the 
> 


i te yer an insurrec- 
Statutes of this Commonwealth, “ whenev 


ion i in Chief is authorized 
tion is threatened,” the Commander in © 


to call upon the Militia to suppress the same. Again, 


“ when there shall be in any county a tumult, riot, o any 

ne together with infené to commit any 
ig tog 

e to persons or property, or by 


and resist the laws of the 


body of men acti 
felony, or to offer violence 


force and violence to break 


x »—the 
Commonwealth, or any of the same be threatened 


i ‘civil au- 
Militia may be ordered to “ appear and aid the E i. 
thority in suppressing such violence and supporting ’ 
laws.” And their duty calls them, not only e fire y 
assembly, but to «© disperse, 


command on the unlawful 
Are these laws 


or, if need be, to “arrest” the offenders. Ahi 
to be a dead letter? Shall we delay the preparation © 


2* 
$s? 
armed force until violen on 
i ‘ therwise? 
Doth not wisdom teach us 0 hens ; 
-¢ not loyal to the Constitution of the State, 
pee or, not only of 


ce has broken forth at our door: 
We are not true 


patriots ; v eat 
ur united influence 1n fav 


unless we give 0 reanized, disciplined 
s 


an enrolled and nominal, but an 0} 
and effective Militia. 
“ Yet would you burden out 


i ks of militar, 
asked, “ with the tas f : 

2 d, in these days of peace, to organize, equip and 
constrained, 


discipline our thousands, 


whole population,” it is 
y duty? Shall we be 


as if a foreign enemy were ac- 


f the truth of this discourse was seen 
of its delivery. June 11th a riot occur- 
h raged for neatly three honrs, and 
e of the Military on the spot. 


cee ae 
*A melancholy ijlestiation | 
within one week from tt BC 
red in Broad street, Boston, aie 
was stopped only by the appearance: 
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tually on our soil?” The tone of these remarks indicates 
danger to the republic. “ A time of peace.” Was it not 
immediately at the close of a protracted war, that this 
Commonwealth was once rent with intestine divisions, 
with rebellion and tumult? And does not all history 
teach, that when the attention is withdrawn from a com- 


mon foe, then is the period for civil dissensions? Is this 


the time to lay aside all forcible means for the suppression 


of riots and insurrections ? Isit fitting that we now repine 
at the burdens of our military service? When danger is 
least feared j i 

ast feared in a community, when all cry “ peace, peace,” 


then is there in truth no peace. The elements of discord 


grow and mnuliaply in precise proportion as the people 
= » A vigilance, and the supports of the law are then 
Iminished and it j 
: ed and it is at length robbed of its majesty. “ The 
ee se must wake, then will the Lord keep the city.” 
alk v a ? 
re ve of “burdens?” What is the value of that we 
m S i 
: nmoned todefend? Is it some paltry possession, or 
something of questionable moment ? 
nothing less than the foundation of 


issue is between Sovernment, equal ri 
dividual security 


My friends, it is 
society itself. The 
ghts, public and in- 


7 3 and licentiousness, anarchy and ruin. 
ot to defend some crowned head 


: are our citizens called 
to these marti 


al Cercises 

a oxercites, but to protect their own dwell- 
ings, their grey-haired parents, their 
their bosoms, their helpless babes 
all its civil, s 


Sisters, the partners of 
eu Our whole country, with 
ocial, literary and religious institutions is the 
stake now pledged. Nay, other lands, the enthralled and 
oppressed leok to us with anxious gaze, and ask ean the 


nations of the earth govern themselves 2 Philanthropy 
So ? 


not oaly the cotemporary kingdoms and empires, but 
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all ages, look to us to learn what man can do beneath the 
happiest lot in his Creator’s gift. And shall we forfeit 
their respect, and let loose the passions of plunder, ambi- 
tion and lust, because the restraining them by law and 
force is too great a burden? Tell it not to the winds of 
Heaven, lest the sound thereof be wafted to the Old 
World, and humanity despond, and we become a bye- 
word to the whole earth. 


Gentlemen of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 


Company : The theme to which your thoughts have now. 
: pic of 


been invited,—excluding though it has the great to 
War,—has embraced in itself enough to attest the value 
of your services. To see man marshalled on the ‘ld to’ 
shed the blood not only of his fellow-man, but of hisboutto 
tryman and neighbor, is a mournful spectacle. It is ter- 
rific far beyond wars with a foreign foe. 


ate ity. And at that aw- 
has been seen in this very community 


ivi i in imminent peril 
ful period, when our civil blessings were in 1mm peril, 


your Company, at the call of the oS ga 
voted unanimously, to use their own eae . 
erything in their power in support of the Kags 
the Commonwealth, and to hold themselves 1n ‘ 
on the shortest notice, to turn out in defence ete 
And they did not only bear arms but lead “ : ak 
duties of that solemn crisis. Much, how much—is 

only to the God of battles—t 


f Governmentand ord 
our whole country 


hey contributed to turn the 
a er, to the salvation 
seale on the side 0 

of this Commonwealth, 
iversal cause of freedom. 
ce ofarms. Stand in the 


it may be of ; 
Emulate their spirit. 
and the un 


Perfect yourselves in the scicne 


hole armor of the coud citizen and the skilled soldier. 
nole a g 
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But the sight , 
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‘Lo yo i 
ite y ju wi your associates we entrust, beneath the guard 
sl i : 
ip of Providence and the broad canopy of learnin, 
> 


virtue and law. our fortunes, our homes our liberties, our 
> fc > h ) li ti 
» 


lives. i 
ives. Be faithful to your charge. Do all in your power 


tor 
estore that band, at whose head you are rightfully pla- 


ced, to its y 
» to its deserved respect. So will you, by the sword 


you bear, be a “ te 
tror to the evi 
e@ evil doer,” and the confi- 


dence i 
oe hel “praise of them that do good.” Peace 
oe oa. a hail you as an ally in their sacred 
. uy 
Pte a a our land, and to the latest posterity, 
Tphaiad? oget envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex 
“ave us from discord and death. Ours 


be the blessi 

In, of 13 

eae § Of “brethren who dwell in uni 
ifs Thterdrnscig 2 together in unity, 


Error.—In note 


© Aug. 11, 134.7 Mt boty 
g. 11, 1834, om of page 9, for “ Aug. 14, 1837,” read 
ig. 14, 7” rea 
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HONORARY IMEDIBERS. 


_—— 


1788—Maj. Benjamin Russell, C. 1801 & 1812, 

«* _Ensign Joseph Lovering, 
1790—Maj. James Phillips, C. 1802, 
1791—Samuel Perkins, Esq. 
1792—Capt. Thomas W. Sumner, Brookline, 

«© __Col. Daniel Messinger, C. 1804 & 1810, 
1796—Col. Jonathan Whitney, C. 1818, 
1806—Capt. William Howe, ©. 1814, 
1807—Ensign Terence Wakefield, 
1810—Lt, Col. Eleazer G."House, 

« __Gol, Daniel L. Gibbens, C. 1824, 

«© — Capt. John Dodd, 

« __Col. Benjamin Lorin, 
« Lt. Z. G. Whitman, 
1811—Horatio G. Ware, Esq. 
«© Daniel L. Ware, Esq. 

1812—Capt. John Park, 
« — Lt, Col.:Abner Bourne, 

«¢ Ephraim Dana, Esq. 

1814—Lt. Christopher Gore, 
« —John Tyler, Esq- 


es —Fleazer Nichols, Esq. 
1816—B. Gen. I. A. S. Dearborn, Roxbury, C. 1816, 


«¢ —-Col. Thomas Hunting, C. 1827, 

«« —Capt. Edward Bugby, 

«© —Capt.*James N.'Staples, 
1917—Cornelius Briggs, Esq. 


g, C. 1818, 
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1817—M. Gen. E. Mattoon, Amherst, C. 1817, ACTIVE MEMBERS. 
—Nathanici Bryant, Esq. 
ae ee M. Nevers, 1826—Lt. James Henry, 
1s = ee 1827—Capt. Thomas Simpson, 
le fol. Ruel Baker, q «© _ Caleb S. Whitman, M. D. 
. wy: Gen. Theodore Lyman, Jr. C. 1822, «© _Maj. Samuel Lynes, 
a t. Col. Caleb Hartshorn, «© Capt. Otis Drury, | 
192 me Tata Brimmer, C. 1826, «© Maj. Gen. Samuel Chandler, Lexington, C. 1836, 
caver he aoc 1828—Capt. George Page, 
a os Ingalls, M. D. Princeton. «© Thomas J. Leland, 
“ area Der, 3 «© Capt. J. Dunham, Jr. 
* Maj ‘Aare * oe «< _-M, Gen. Aaron Capen, Gardiner, Me. 
i ae a: goal Allen, Charlestown, e Cl, Amasa G. Smith, C. 1837-8, 
i - pi a J. Bowdoin, C. 1825, < __Brie, Gen. Thomas Davis, C. 1835, 
—Lt. dwar atson. Ee ante 
22— hn S. Ty «© _Nathaniel Sherman. 
Fe er oat: Salil Bee lens OI, « Col. Marshall P. Wilder 
—Capt. H. H. Huggeford, “ alr. > 
“ — Calvin Washburn Esq 1829—George H. Whitman, 
“ —John H. Pearson, Esq. «* Col. Joseph B. Towle, Roxbury, 
* Lt. Col. Elias Kingsley 4 “© Capt. Lyman_Goodnow, 
P : igsley, . 
: —Col. Elisha Stratton, Watertown, 7 —Mgj. Aaron D. a 
“ — Brie, Gen. J. T «: Jt. Col. Peter Dunbar, 
 —M § i eo s« —Capt. Edward ,Codman, 
1323_¢ aj. — Edwards, Cambridge, & Capt. Russell Sturgis, 
~I—Capt. Thomas Haviland at i : . 
ei ill «© Lt, John C. Park, 
e Boe William H. Howard, « Capt. George W. Cram, 
2 a t. Col. Josiah Quincy, Jr. C. 1829, 1830—Lt. Col. F. W. Lincoln, Canton, 
ie ae James Hunt, « _Jt, Col. Robert C. Winthrop, 
ie ee Parker H. Pierce, C. 1830, « _-Rufus F. Brooks, 
Sti . John T. Dingley, « —Lt. Col. Eben W. Stone, 
me - Col, Abijah Ellis, Hopkinton, «Capt. Joseph Leonard, 
i eee Wilder, « _Capt. Stephen Titcomb, 
—Col. W. e rs 
«© Col. A sie Marblehead, ©. 1831, | « __Col, Seth J.'Thomas, 
© Mai L, ane en, Jn | 1831—Maj. Job Taber 
Lo 4. “ouis Dennis, «¢ Lt, Warren, Wild, 
630) “y oe Neri } « Col. A. P. Pritchard, Charlestown, 
te yy a: ies Tanwole, Worcester, «© Maj. James Dewire, 
ar ae i isi « Lt, Col. Bela Greenwood, * 
1 ——_ Livermore, Watertown «¢ —Col.80. W. Preston, Charlesiown, fk.) 
836—His Exeelleney Edward Everett « —Col. J. L. White, . 
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muse Ephraim P. Whitman, 1834—Capt. Silas Johnson 
—Lt. Col. H. Bacon, Roxbury b : 
ae é hiding) 2 1835—Capt. Jonas Parker, 
—Mpj. Charles Saunderson, Charlestown, se __Lt. Wm. B. Perki 
“© Maj. Gen. E. W. Bradle —Lt. Wm. b. Perkins, 
« : pe a3 . | « —Tt. Charles L. Lambert, 
—Maj. John Hoppin, 4 & . 
“ = —Lt. Calvin S. Russell, 
—Capt. John H. Eastburn 
wer 4 A ; «* en, Newell A. Thompson, 
Capt. John Davis, Waltham, 33 W. Oldt Panbrols 
** —Capt. William R. Stacy —B. Gen. A. : ham, Pembroke, 
*€ Capt. Thomas O, Brackett, «« __George F, Gwinn, 
«© —Lt. Col. Charles Warren, Brighton | «¢ _John Green, Jr. 
‘© Ut. Henry Bailey, mn % / « Lt. John Peasley, 
1833—Capt. Edmund F, Dixie, Worcester «© Jt, Nathaniel Tufts, Malden, 
«* _ Col, Edward Brown, Jr. Cambridze, ** —Lt Porter Crosby, 
“ Capt. Samuel Knower, Roxbury, «© Tt. Thacher Beal, 
‘© —Capt. Robert T. Alden, , « _Tt. Robert H. Clouston, 
« _B, Franklin Edmands, «© —Capt. Seldon Crockett, 
« Tt. J. Eb. Hunt, «© En. Wm. E. Evans, 
‘* —Capt. Charles A. Macomber, “* —Capt. Elijah Doe, 
fs —Col. Francis R. Bigelow, ‘© _Maj. Chenery Abbot, Holden, 
ra Capt, Richard 8. Fay, . 4 « _Col. F. A. Kingsbury, Weymouth, 
—Lt. Col. Grenville T. Winthrop, C, 1834, « _ Tt, Z. B. Porter, Brighton, 
« Jen §, O. Copeland, EL. Bridgewater, 


‘© —Ensign David Davis, 

** —Capt. David Low, ** _Capt. Reuben Moore, Concord, 

re o tee Easterbrooks, Worcester, « __Col. Joshua Gould, i. 

‘* —Isaac Cary, « __B, Gen. E. L. Barnard, Worcester, 

«© —_Lt, Stephen Rhoades, « _Capt. G. W. Richardson, ‘ 

“ _ Lt, Edward F. Hall, « __Capt. Edward Lamb, 
ce Mal. Edwin Conant, 


‘e 


‘i ea —, » Dorchester, : 

“* —Capt. William 8. Baxter, ° «¢ Dt, Col. Wm. S. Lincoln, Be 
1834—Samuel K. Bayley, | « Maj. Gen. Aaron 8. Gibbs, Leominster, 

“ —— Oliver Dyer, «© William Alline, 

« —Capt. Wm. R. Hudson « —BLt. H. W. Ridgeway, 

** —Studson Leach, F «© Jt, Charles W. Cummings, 

“ —Charles Trull, Te, } » 1836—Maj. Melzar Sampson, Medford, 

« _ William Souther, $ «© — Col. William Mitchell, 

‘ yr rth a 4 a ea ve wen 

—Timothy 8. Nichols | « _ Capt. Wright ». Ss; 

“© —Capt. G. F. R. Wa ict Q « —[t. John P. Caldwell, 

** —Wenry Davis, sae | «Capt. Wm. G. Fullick, 
: «© en, Levi Hawkes, Jr 
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1836—Lt. Jonathan Pierce, 
«© __Lt, Seth E. Benson, 
«© —Lt. John Gordon, 
‘© —Capt. Andrew Chase, Jr. Roxbury, 
«¢ _ En. Wm. C. Barrett, Malden, 
** —Lt, Augustus L. Barrett, ‘ 
*¢ —Maj. Samuel A. Allen, 
** —B. Gen. James D. Thompson, WV. Bedford, 
«* —Lt. Col. James H. Collins, = 
«© —B, Gen. Lucas Pond, Wrentham, 
« —Lt. Richard N. Berry, 
«© —Theodore Washburn, 
© —Capt. L. W. Stowell, Worcester, 
—Capt. Louis Bigelow,  ** 
1837—Capt. Stephen Stimpson, Malden, 
“© —It. Geo. Kimball, 
“© —Lt Robert Cowdin, 
—Erastus Coleman, 
‘© —Abel Cushing, Jr. 
—Col. Joseph Holbrook, 
“ —Col. Henry R. Oliver, Sulem, 
—M. Gen, Wm. H. Mosely, Northampton, 
—Samuel Hatch, 
—Samuel Abbot Lawrence. 


